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another.' He added, ' I have often thought, that after a man has taken the resolution to kill himself, it is not courage in him to do any thing, however desperate, because he has nothing to fear.' GOLDSMITH. ' I don't see that.' JOHNSON. ' Nay, but my dear Sir, why should not you see what every one else sees?' GOLDSMITH. ' It is for fear of something that he has resolved to kill himself; and will not that timid disposition restrain him ?' JOHNSON. ' It does hot signify that the fear of something made him resolve; it is upon the state of his mind, after the resolution is taken, that I argue. Suppose a man, either from fear, or pride, or conscience, or whatever motive, has resolved to kill himself; when once the resolution is taken, he has nothing to fear. He may then go and take the King of Prussia by the nose, at the head of his army. He cannot fear the rack, who is resolved to kill himself. When Eustace Budgela was walking down to the Thames, determined to drown himself, he might, if he pleased, without any apprehension of danger, have turned aside, and first set fire to St. James's palace.'
On Tuesday, April 27, Mr. Beauclerk and I called on him in the morning. As we walked up Johnson's-court, I said, ' I have a veneration for this court;' and was glad to find that Beauclerk had the same reverential enthusiasm2. We found him alone. We talked of Mr. Andrew Stuart's elegant and plausible Letters to Lord Mansfield3: a copy of which had been sent by the authour to Dr. Johnson. JOHNSON. 'They have not answered the end. They have not
1 Boswell, in his Hebrides (Aug. 18, 1773), says that,' Budgel was accused of forging a will [Dr. Tindal's] and sunk himself in the Thames, before the trial of its authenticity came on.' Pope, speaking of himself, says that he—
' Let Budgel charge low Grub-street on his quill, And write whate'er he pleas'd, except his will.'
Prologue to the Satires, \. 378.
Budgel drowned himself on May 4,1737, more than two years after the publication of this Prologue.    Gent. Mag. vii. 315.    Perhaps the verse is an interpolation in a later edition.    See^-y/, April 26, 1776. 3 Sttpost, March 15, 1776.
3 On the Douglas Cause.   See ante, ii. 57, and_^^, March 26, 1776.
beenother/                               '      I used to laugh at his style when we were in the Temple ?   He thinks
